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IT-TRANS 2022: Responding to today’s challenges with 

intelligent mobility  

 

Industry experts from around the world come together in Karlsruhe 

 
Karlsruhe/Brussels, 12.05.2022 – After a successful eighth edition, IT-TRANS 

has once again shown that intelligent mobility has an important role to play in 

the future, with more exhibitors, innovations and international participants than 

ever before. At a time of climate crisis and rising energy prices, multimodal 

transport networks are decisive. By combining private and public transport 

providers, they boost convenience and therefore acceptance. “Mobility is an 

issue that affects all of society”, says Britta Wirtz, CEO of Messe Karlsruhe, 

which hosted the event together with the International Association of Public 

Transport (UITP). “The challenge we face is to satisfy changing mobility needs 

while simultaneously achieving our climate goals. We believe that public 

transport will play a key role here, as future-ready, digitally connected transport 

and mobility solutions combined with intermodal approaches are the only way 

to meet both these objectives. That is why IT-TRANS and Karlsruhe as a 

technology hub are the ideal platform for this.” Dr Volker Wissing, the German 

government’s Minister for Digital and Transport, emphasised the particular 

status of Karlsruhe in shaping the mobility of the future: “You are turning 

Karlsruhe into a hotspot for sustainable mobility”, he summarised in a video 

message to organisers, partners and supporters of IT-TRANS at the opening of 

the event. 

The relevance of the topics discussed at the trade fair was also reflected in the 

higher visitor numbers. This year’s IT-TRANS attracted around 6,500 guests 

from 71 countries (2018: 6,000), with 70 per cent coming for the first time. Most 

strikingly of all, these visitors came from all over the world: from Europe and 

Australia to Asia and Africa. All were eager to discover the innovative solutions 

that are already reality today and to find out about the trends that are shaping 

the industry.  

Karlsruhe a hotspot for sustainable mobility 

With its unique collaboration between science, industry, government and 

transport providers, Karlsruhe is known throughout Germany and Europe as a 

hub for sustainable mobility. The city is also one of Europe’s most important IT 

clusters, with 25 research institutes focusing on issues related to IT and 

digitalisation. These all make Karlsruhe a leader in research whose reputation 

extends well beyond the region. IT-TRANS has a key position in this ecosystem.  



 

 

IT-TRANS 2022 saw the first presentation of the Karlsruhe Mobility Lab: a 

unique and exemplary cooperation between science, industry, public authorities 

and innovative transport organisations involving 34 projects. These are 

dedicated to developing and implementing smart concepts for the urban and 

regional mobility of the future, and have already gained global attention and 

praise. “Researchers from the region are making important contributions to the 

transport revolution worldwide. Karlsruhe can therefore rightly see itself as a 

pioneer in sustainable mobility development”, says Jochen Ehlgötz, Managing 

Director of TechnologieRegion Karlsruhe GmbH.  

 

IT-TRANS leads the way in the international mobility sector 

276 international exhibitors from 33 countries as diverse as China, the USA and 

all over Europe presented their latest solutions and shared their experiences 

with colleagues and visitors from all over the world. This represented an 

increase over the last event in 2018. “We have been at IT-TRANS since the 

very beginning and have not missed one yet”, says Anna Bergstedt, Marketing 

Manager at Axentia Technologies in Sweden. “We were so disappointed when 

the in-person trade fair in 2020 was cancelled because of the pandemic, and 

are now even happier to be back and meeting both new and existing customers 

face to face. IT-TRANS is such an important event for us. Here we can network 

with customers and secure new business”. This was also reflected in feedback 

from visitors, 95 per cent of whom had a very positive view of the exhibitors’ 

presentations.  

 

The three-day conference with 180 speakers also went down well. 800 

delegates attended, around 30 per cent more than in 2018. They saw 

presentations from industry thought leaders and took the opportunity to network 

with colleagues. Various elements of the event were also offered digitally, with 

130 people tuning into the conference remotely.  

The next edition of IT-TRANS is scheduled for 14 to 16 May 2024. Around half 

of the stand spaces have already been reserved by exhibitors. 

More information: www.it-trans.org, www.twitter.com/it_trans and 

https://www.facebook.com/ittrans.org/  

IT-TRANS Insights: subscribe to the IT-TRANS newsletter here:  

https://www.it-trans.org/en/about/news/newsletter-sign-up/ 

 

IT-TRANS, the international conference and exhibition for intelligent solutions in 

public transport, was first held in 2008 in Karlsruhe. The biennial event quickly 

established itself as the leading platform for the industry. It is organised by the 

http://www.it-trans.org/
http://www.twitter.com/it_trans
https://www.facebook.com/ittrans.org/
https://www.it-trans.org/en/about/news/newsletter-sign-up/


 

International Association of Public Transport (UITP) and Karlsruher Messe- und 

Kongress GmbH.  

IT-TRANS is supported by the Association of German Transport Companies (VDV), 

the Italian transport association ASSTRA, ITS Spain and the industry network 

Women in Mobility. 

The event is aimed at all organisations and businesses in urban mobility, in 

particular decision-makers in public and private transport companies, regional 

governments, transport authorities and associations. International companies 

present their latest products and services at the exhibition. At the three-day 

conference, speakers from around the world provide practical information on 

innovations in a series of sessions, workshops and presentations, along with 

recommendations on how to best use digital solutions in urban mobility.  

The next IT-TRANS will take place from 14 to 16 May 2024 at the Karlsruhe Trade 

Fair Centre.  

 

 

#MesseMonatMai: a campaign by the trade fair industry 

IT-TRANS took place during #MesseMonatMai (May exhibition month), a 

campaign initiated by the Association of the German Trade Fair Industry 

(AUMA). The initiative aims to publicise the restart of in-person trade fairs this 

May, while also opposing any further cessation of events due to the pandemic. 

Up to 230,000 jobs depend on the German trade fair industry. Alongside 

organisers and stand builders, these also include workers in the hotel and 

catering industries, tradespeople, service providers, logistics, transport, retail, 

and the advertising and creative sectors. 

  



 

What participants had to say about IT-TRANS 2022 

 
Nico Hess, Operational Sales Director Europe, Luminator Technology Group: 
“We are all very happy with how IT-TRANS went. We had a huge number of 
industry visitors at our stand. I think you could tell at the event that everyone 
was delighted to finally speak face to face, shake hands and talk to customers 
in person again.” 
 
 
Prof. Ingo Dittrich, Offenburg University: 
“Our farm shop tram project focuses on the issue of cargo trams, which is 
attracting greater attention in more and more cities. We attracted plenty of 
visitors to our stand and received very positive feedback. We loved the 
international flair at the trade fair, with guests from everywhere from Spain and 
Lithuania to Egypt and West Africa. IT-TRANS helped us a lot and we were 
able to make lots of new contacts.”  
 
 
Peter Möhl, Vice President Central & Eastern Europe, PTV Group: 
“We are so happy to see IT-TRANS take place as an in-person event again. 
Maintaining personal contacts is so important. We value being able to both 
present our company and listen to our partners and customers. The 
organisation was also excellent.”  
 
 
Annette Weisser, Head of Corporate Communications, IVU Traffic 
Technologies AG: 
“Both we as an exhibitor and our customers are happy that the first in-person 
IT-TRANS since the pandemic was a success. We will definitely be back next 
time and the time after that!” 
 
 
Alexander Szlezak, CEO, Unwired Networks: 
This year’s IT-TRANS really surprised me. The visitors were of a very high 
quality, especially on the first day. I think that everyone was ready to meet in 
person again after the pandemic. We also had the perfect spot for our stand in 
hall 1.” 
 
 
 


